


Although issues regarding public lands and natural resources did not receive the 

same level of attention during the 2020 Legislative Session that they have in past 

years, this year still included several bills with significant impacts on the natural 

resources and public lands surrounding your communities.

Major issues this year included predator control, water use, and protections of cultural 

resources.

UAC worked to support some bills while opposing or advocating for changes in 

others, all with the end goal of strengthening your communities and providing for the 

full participation of county government.

Many of you worked tirelessly to represent the interests of UAC and your communities 

by contacting your representatives, meeting with key parties, and testifying in 

committee hearings.  With your help we were able to make a real difference with 

many of the natural resource and public lands bills.

Thank you for your commitment to good government and a wonderful legislative

session.

Sincerely,

Your UAC Team
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2020 Legislative Recap –
Natural Resources and Public 

Lands

1. Predator Control

2. Water Use

3. Outdoor Recreation

4. Cultural Resources

5. Hunting and Fishing

6. Timber Products

7. Public Rights-of-Way

3



Predator Control

UAC worked to support the passage of HB 125 

– Division of Wildlife Amendments, which will 

require Utah DWR to take immediate action to 

reduce the number of predators in an area 

where big game herds fall below management 

objectives.   Many UAC members contacted 

their legislators and testified in support of this 

bill – sharing stories of declining deer herds in 

their communities.

UAC also supported HB 228 – which will give 

farmers and ranchers additional time to legally 

take a predator that has killed their livestock, 

and HCR 19- which sent a clear message that 

the State of Utah opposes the introduction of 

wolves due to the likelihood of severe impacts 

to livestock and big game wildlife.
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• HB 125 – Division of Wildlife Amendments (Albrecht)
• HB 228 – Livestock Predator Removal Amendments (Snider)
• HCR 19 – Concurrent Resolution Opposing the Introduction of 

Wolves (Wilde)

https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0125.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0228.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HCR019.html


Water Use

HB 166 will create a statewide Watershed 

Council as well as various local watershed 

councils across the State.  Councils are 

designed to help water districts, farmers, and 

other parties coordinate efforts to promote 

conservation and best practices.

UAC is guaranteed a seat on the Statewide 

Watershed Council. 

UAC also sought to have counties included 

on their respective local watershed councils.  

Although the Sponsor did not agree to a 

guaranteed spot for counties on the local 

watershed councils, the bill’s lead drafter 

committed to making sure county 

governments were fully involved in the 

process. 
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• HB 166 – Watershed Councils (Hawkes)

• SB 51 – Secondary Water Requirements (Anderegg)

• SB 52 – Agricultural Water Use Amendments (Anderegg)

• SB 84 – Public Entity Water User Amendments (Anderegg)

https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0166.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0051.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0052.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0084.html


• HB 166 – Watershed Councils (Hawkes)

• SB 51 – Secondary Water Requirements (Anderegg)

• SB 52 – Agricultural Water Use Amendments (Anderegg)

• SB 84 – Public Entity Water User Amendments (Anderegg)

Water Use (Continued)
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Senator Anderegg ran a suite of 3 bill regulating water use in 

different ways.  UAC worked to lessen the potential negative 

impacts of these bills on your communities, particularly rural 

communities.

SB 51 will eventually lead to required metering of pressurized 

secondary water systems.  UAC worked to make sure that that bill 

now only applies to 1st and 2nd Class counties and does not impact 

agriculture.

SB 52 would have required the Utah Division of Water Rights to 

prepare a report on agricultural use of water, including how much is 

used by different methods (flood irrigation, pivots, etc.).  Many of 

you expressed concerns with this bill, particularly due to likely costs 

to the State and to water users.  UAC explained these concerns to 

the sponsor, and the bill did not make it out of committee.

SB 84 would have required public entities, including counties, to 

develop a plan for metering the water use.  Local governments 

would have also had to adopt a conservation plan for efficient use of 

water.  UAC took a position to oppose the bill, and UAC staff 

explained potential problems to the Sponsor.  This bill also failed to 

make it out of committee.

https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0166.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0051.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0052.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0084.html


• HB 283 – Outdoor Recreation Strategic Planning (Stenquist)

Outdoor Recreation

HB 283 creates the State’s Outdoor Adventure 

Commission, which will conduct strategic 

planning activities related to the state’s 

outdoor recreation.  The Commission will have 

14 members – including one representative for 

UAC, and another member jointly appointed by 

UAC and the League of Cities and Towns.

UAC advocated for an even larger role on the 

Commission, which unfortunately did not 

happen due to the Sponsor’s objective of 

keeping the Commission membership 

relatively small. However, representatives of 

critical industries and user groups  were added 

to the Commission in the final version of the 

bill, including 1 representative of extractive 

industries, 1 representative of the agriculture 

industry, and the State’s OHV Program 

Coordinator.
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https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0283.html


• HB 163 – Cultural Stewardship Amendments

Cultural Resources

HB 163 creates a new program and 

position within the State Historic 

Preservation Office, the “Cultural Site 

Stewardship Program.”

The program would coordinate efforts 

with volunteers to educate on the 

importance of cultural sites, discourage 

vandalism, etc.  The State and local 

governments would have a more active 

role in cultural resource protection.

The Stewardship program is designed to 

promote cooperation between local 

government, the State, federal agencies, 

private landowners, native American 

tribes, and industry groups.
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https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0163.html


Hunting and Fishing
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• HJR 15 –Proposal to Amend the Utah Constitution: The Right 

to Hunt and Fish (Snider)

• HCR 13 – Concurrent Resolution Supporting the Protection 

and Restoration of Wildlife Corridors (Schultz)

HJR 15 will give Utah voters 

the opportunity to vote this 

November for a 

constitutional amendment 

that would create a 

constitutional right to hunt 

and fish.

HCR 13 declares the 

Legislature’s support for the 

preservation of wildlife 

corridors and urges further 

state investment in corridor 

protection, while respecting 

private property rights.

https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HJR015.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HCR013.html


Timber Products
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Mass timber is a construction material able to bear heavy loads 

and allows for the construction of much taller wooden buildings.  

Mass timber has the potential to create an important new market 

for Utah timber products.  Currently, Forest Service timber sales 

in Utah often go unused due to insufficient demand for Utah 

timber.

HB 54 simply updates Utah’s Building Construction Code to allow 

for construction using mass timber, in conjunction with upcoming 

changes to the 2021 International Building Code.  This change will 

hopefully drive demand for Utah timber and facilitate more forest 

management projects.

• HB 54 – Building Construction Amendments

https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0054.html


• SB 224 – Dedication of Public Highways

Public Rights-of-Way

SB 224 makes technical changes to 

State code on how a landowner may 

interrupt public access to a non-public 

road.

Under SB 224, a landowner need only 

interrupt public access on a non-public 

road crossing their private land once 

every 10 years to prevent the 

dedication of the route for public use.

UAC worked to ensure that counties 

would still receive a 72 notice when 

landowners plan to interrupt public 

access, and that SB 224 has no impact 

on County ROWs or RS 2477 claims.
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https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/SB0224.html
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